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of service in the Air National Guard at Buck-
ley, in Aurora, Colorado. Upon his retirement
from service Jim was awarded the Legion of
Merit, the highest military honor given during
peacetime. | am thankful for the bravery Jim
displayed in his service to our nation and the
state of Colorado.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor today to speak
in memory of Jim Kelley, a noble cowboy that
will be forever remembered for the dedication
and bravery he displayed in his defense of
America’s freedom. He epitomizes the best of
our country by demonstrating courage, selfless
service and honor in abundance. He was a
man of principle and courage; every life he
touched is blessed for knowing this hero.

———

IN PRAISE OF MOTHERS
HON. C.L. “BUTCH” OTTER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2003

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, there are 435 of
us in the United States House of Representa-
tives. We come from almost every imaginable
race, religion, creed and family background.
Our political persuasions run the gamut of the
American experience, and we sometimes
seem to have 435 distinctly different view-
points on any given issue.

Yet every one of us in the House—indeed,
everyone on Capitol Hill—has at least one
thing in common, and we cherish it most dear-
ly. We all are the sons and daughters of the
mothers who gave us life, who did their best
to nurture and teach us, protect and care for
us. For each of us, no matter how close or
distant it since has become, that mother-and-
child bond was the first formative influence on
the people we were to become.

That bond and formative influence is as
strong as ever for me. | am incredibly fortu-
nate to have the warm affection and sage ad-
vice of my Mother still in my life. | was the
sixth of Regina Otter's nine children. Not a
day goes by that | don't draw inspiration from
her physical, mental and spiritual strength
after 88 years in this world. Her example of
faith, charity, hard work, selfless dedication to
family and friends and individual responsibility
remains the standard by which | judge myself.
I will forever fall short.

Perhaps more of our public policy debates
should be infused with the wisdom of our
mothers. Would we behave as selfishly, as
myopically, if at crucial moments we recalled
what Mom would want? Would we feel so
compelled to seek out the political benefit, to
place the short-term advantage over the long-
term good, if Mom were there to remind us—
sweetly but firmly—of the simple but profound
truths of right and wrong?

Those of us in public life sometimes fall into
the trap of believing our own press clippings—
at least the positive ones. We think ourselves
grand, elected by the good people of the
world’'s oldest democracy, entrusted with the
will of the greatest nation on Earth. At such
times we would do well to remember the
words of George Bernard Shaw, who said,
“Perhaps the greatest social service that can
be rendered by anybody to the country and to
mankind is to bring up a family.”

Mothers do that.

Yes, fathers also are incredibly important to
strong families. Despite decades of social ex-
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perimentation, research and analysis, no
sound substitute has been found for the val-
ues, structured growth and sense of mutual
dependence one finds in a traditional family
unit for those fortunate enough to have it.

But make no mistake: Mothers are the an-
chors holding families in place against the
gales, and the engines that enable them to
progress toward their goals even through
stormy seas. They are the lodestar on which
we all depend to find our way through life.
They are the shining examples of compassion
and love to which we all aspire. And they are
the souls of frail humanity who evoke the best
from us when times are at their worst.

So on this Mother's Day, and every day,
take some time to honor the one who made
you who you are. Whether they are with you
still or passed to a better place, the gesture
will be noticed and appreciated. And you will
be a better person for it.

Thank you, Mom.

TRIBUTE TO KARL SIEGFRIED

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2003

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Karl
Siegfried, a constituent of mine from New Port
Richey, FL, who received a VITA Wireless Sa-
maritan Award last month.

VITA, which is Latin for “life”, is the name
of the award given by the national Wireless
Foundation to people who use wireless com-
munication to contact authorities and ask for
help in emergency situations.

While driving to work, Mr. Siegfried heard
reports, on the radio, of a kidnapping that took
place the night before. Mr. Siegfried identified
the vehicle while sitting at the stoplight and
then used wireless technology to identify the
location of the kidnapper for emergency per-
sonnel.

His heroic efforts, which quite possibly
saved the life of another individual, are cer-
tainly something to be admired and | am
proud to have a person like him as a con-
stituent of mine.

In recent years, cellular phones and wire-
less communication devices have become
common fixtures in our society but the good-
natured concern for your neighbor has waned.
| am glad to see an organization like VITA
honoring those who put their communication
devices to work for the good of others.

| thank Mr. Siegfried for what he did, | thank
VITA for honoring him, and | thank them both
on behalf of the city of New Port Richey and
communities all over the country.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO MITSUBISHI
TRIC POWER PRODUCTS,
WARRENDALE, PA

HON. MELISSA A. HART
OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 8, 2003
Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-

ognize the achievements of Mitsubishi Electric
Power Products, Inc., a leading manufacturer
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of equipment to major North American electric
utilities and independent power producers, as
they dedicate their new headquarters building
in Warrendale, Pennsylvania.

Mitsubishi Electric Power Products (MEPPI)
has been a positive force for economic devel-
opment in the Fourth district and has contrib-
uted over $20 million in direct foreign invest-
ment since establishing their Warrendale cam-
pus in 1989.

As MEPPI has expanded their operations,
they have included western Pennsylvania resi-
dents in their success. As the largest Japa-
nese affiliated corporation in Allegheny Coun-
ty, MEPPI has grown from an organization
with just a handful of employees to a company
with a workforce of over 200 today. 97% of
MEPPI's main product line, large power circuit
breakers, is now manufactured in Warrendale.
Made in Warrendale products are exported to
several foreign markets including Canada,
Mexico, Australia, the United Kingdom, and
South America.

MEPPI technologies include Flexible AC
Transmission Systems (FACTS). FACTS tech-
nologies significantly improve the capacity and
reliability of the existing electrical transmission
grid. Low environmental impact technologies
such as FACTS do not necessitate the con-
struction of new power transmission lines—a
contentious process that often results in the
takings of public and private lands.

MEPPI has also been an active participant
in our community as demonstrated by their fi-
nancial and organizational support for several
very worthy western Pennsylvania philan-
thropic groups.

Please join me in congratulating Mitsubishi
Electric Power Products as they expand their
Warrendale campus and continue to involve
Pennsylvanians in their company’s success.

————
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Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to correct an extension of remarks | submitted
May 1, 2003. 1 would like to apologize to
Henry Covello for inadvertently saying that he
would receive a Purple Heart “posthumously.”
| should have said “belatedly.”

Mr. Covello served our country in World
War Two as a young man. His honor and
bravery earned him a Purple Heart for his
service in the war. His lifelong dedication to
the United States Army is reflected by the
prestige of the Purple Heart, among the high-
est honors an American citizen can receive.
Following his service in World War Two, Mr.
Covello went off to serve in Korea where he
earned his second Purple Heart. | am proud to
tell my colleagues that last weekend Mr.
Covello received his third Purple Heart.

Mr. Covello served in the United States
Army with the 82nd Airborne Division 504th
Parachute Regiment, the 5th Airborne Ranger
Co. 25th Division, and D Company 19 Regi-
ment 24th Division. He served for nearly 25
years in the Army before permanently retiring
to Worcester, Massachusetts.

Mr. Covello is an example for all Americans.
Devoting himself to our armed forces, Mr.
Covello’s awards are the sign of a grateful na-
tion. His service in the fight against tyranny
and oppression should not be forgotten.
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